Annual review 2015

Dear friends,

Thanks to your help, in 2015 our vital support reached 36,579 children.

We trained 548 teachers to better support and protect children with
special learning needs.
We provided 573 young people and their families with the business
training and small loans that will enable them to earn a sustainable
income for life.
And we provided 1,225 children with free legal aid to protect them
from abuse in the criminal justice system.

Keeping kids out of prison is a new focus of our work as it’s an issue
that very few other charities tackle. In Uganda we met many girls
locked up in dirty, dangerous adult prisons. Their ‘crimes’ ranged from
petty theft to trying to take their own lives to escape their desperate
plight.

Many of these girls are young mothers themselves, often as a result of
sexual abuse. Yet they are treated with harsh cruelty by the justice
system and often locked up. In prison they and their babies are
extremely vulnerable to diseases like HIV and malaria, and to sexual
abuse by the guards or other prisoners.

You’re helping to get them treated with dignity and compassion as
the victims of abuse and neglect, rather than as young criminals. We
look forward with determination to helping many more in the years to
come.

Anna-mai Andrews,
Chief Executive Officer

2015 highlights

Expanding into D.R. Congo
In accordance with our strategy to focus our work in eastern Africa, we expanded our reach
into the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). We were able to cost-effectively replicate some
of our successful projects from neighbouring Uganda and Rwanda in eastern DRC where the
need for urgent child protection is dire.

'No child left behind' appeal
Our patron Sophie Christiansen (pictured above) visited our work in Rwanda to launch our 'no
child left behind' appeal - highlighting the lack of access to education and rehabilitation
facilities for children with cerebral palsy.

'Right 2 Change' Project in Uganda
Our pioneering 'Right 2 Change' project in Uganda went from strength to strength. It has
received funding from Comic Relief and pro-bono legal support from UK and Ugandan Law
Societies. we've established a legal aid clinic in Agago - providing free legal assistance to
children. It is helping keep them out of dirty, dangerous adult prisons.

Merger with Street Child Africa
We put plans in place to work in partnership with fellow charity Street Child Africa and we'll be
bringing their projects under the Chance for Childhood umbrella. The two charities will
officially merge in 2016 and will enable us to extend our reach to more countries and more
children.

UGANDA
341
392
50

Young people were diverted from prison or from being thrown
out onto the streets, and into our 'Right 2 Change'
rehabilitation programme.
Young people were provided with catch-up literacy training
and trained in the agronomy, hair dressing, tailoring or IT skills
that will earn them a sustainable income.
We supported 50 'child-headed households' made up of 164
orphaned and vulnerable children.

KENYA
318
206
171

Street-connected children were supported with an informal
education.

Former street children successfully transitioned back into the
state school system after our informal education support.

Street-connected families were provided with business training
and micro-finance.

RWANDA

6,500

182
49

Disabled children were identified in the Nyabihu region of
northern Rwanda, during the completion of our EEE project.

Teachers were trained in inclusive training techniques like sign
language. We also provided 109 children with learning
difficulties with access to quality educational support at school.

Children with severe disabilities were given support and family
rehabilitation for the first time.

D.R. CONGO
2015 is our first year of expansion into the Democratic Republic of Congo.
The eastern part of the country is often referred to as 'the most dangerous
place in the world to be a woman'.

We're prioritising the protection of adolescent girls - keeping them safe from
sexual violence and the dangers of life on the streets.

We've already provided vocational training courses for 70 young people. As
a snapshot of the scale of the problem, 10 of these young people had
witnessed the killing of one or both parents, 12 are the head of their
household and responsible for younger siblings, and 4 are mothers
themselves (often having been the victim of sexual assault).

BRAZIL
We're phasing out our project support in Brazil so we can concentrate our
focus in sub-Saharan Africa. In 2015 we supported 183 children and young
people living in the violent slums of Santo Amaro, Recife.

We've helped to support the development and capacity of our local partner
Galpao dos Meninos e Meninas de Santa Amaro, and we're confident that
the partnership and funding they've secured from Recife City Council will
enable their work to prosper for a long time to come.

NEPAL
We've completed our support for the Asha Nepal project in Kathmandu.
However we ran an emergency appeal on their behalf in response to the
devastating earthquake in April 2015.

HENRY'S STORY

Henry’s parents’ marriage was a toxic one. When his mother left and his father
remarried, his new stepmother was viciously cruel to Henry. No doubt she
wanted him out of the house, and her wish was soon granted. Henry ran away
to escape the abuse and hunger at home, and to take his chances on the
streets of Kisumu, Kenya.

He is just thirteen years old.

For ten long weeks, he slept on the remains of a dirty cardboard box,
protecting himself from the elements with a plastic bag as a makeshift quilt.

Each day, Henry had two goals. First: Avoid being abused by the police or
malevolent men. Second: Find something - anything - to eat. And it was a
good day when he managed both. ‘There were many days that I went without
food.’ Henry told us.

Luckily for Henry, one day he was met on the streets by Philip - an outreach
worker from the Pandipieri Centre, which is supported by Chance for
Childhood. Henry is kept safe, warm and healthy.

And we’re helping him to catch up on his missed education, with the ultimate
aim of re-enrolling him into a mainstream school and rehoming him back with
extended family members who can be supported to care for him properly.
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